Tensions Prior to the Civil War

Study Guide

Define:
1. inevitable

2. secede

3. union

4. sectionalism

5. fugitives

Answer the following questions:
6. What was the division of slave vs. free states prior to the Missouri Compromise?

7. How did the Missouri Compromise immediately deal with the slavery issue?

8. What were the long term affects of the Compromise?

9. Who is known as the “Great Compromiser” and why?

10. What were the results of Nat Turner’s Rebellion?

11. What was the Mexican-American War fought over?

12. What treaty ended the Mexican-American War?

13. What does the Doctrine of Nullification state?

14. Who was nicknamed the “expansionist president” and why?

15. How did politicians decide on which land would be free and which would be slave with the new territory they received in the Mexican-American War?  What were the terms to this compromise?

16. Who gained the most from the California gold rush?  Name 2 of the significant people who created businesses.

17. Which town grew virtually overnight because of the California gold rush?

18. How did Californians feel about slavery?  Why did they feel this way?

19. Why did the South favor the fugitive slave act?

20. What does “popular sovereignty” mean?  Who came up with this idea?

21. What act did the Kansas-Nebraska act repeal?
22. Name the terms of this act.

23. What is the Emigrant Aid company?  Why was it formed?

24. Describe what happened with “Bleeding Sumner”.

25. Why did John Brown and his followers attack at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia?

26. What was the most controversial issue in the Lincoln-Douglas debates?

27. Who did the Lincoln-Douglas debates make a popular figure in the US?
28. How did Lincoln feel about slavery?

29. What was the final event before South Carolina decided to secede?

30. How many candidates were there in the election of 1860?

31. Why did the South decide to secede?

32. Who wanted to stop slavery from spreading?

33. What happened because Lincoln was elected president?
