Name: __________________________________________  Date: __________________


John L. O’Sullivan and his “Manifest Destiny”
1. What is the idea of “Manifest Destiny” that O’Sullivan suggests?

2. Where do you think Americans got this idea that it was our destiny to “overspread the nation”? Do you think this demonstrates a sense of superiority?  Do Americans still have this sense of superiority today?  Explain.

3. This idea of “Manifest Destiny” is not simply just one idea—it opens up various other questions.  Comment on the following…what do you think? Do they relate? How?

a. Do we expand slavery?

b. Religion/is missionizing ok in the United States?

c. Expulsion of certain groups, ie. Native Americans

