“Ellis Island” film 

Questions

Part I:  The Journey

1. Where is Ellis Island located?

2. How did people get there?

3. How many people came?

4. What did people first see when they came to the US?

5. Why is Ellis Island symbolic?

6. Where did people come from (the immigrants)?  [list as many as you can!]

7. In many testimonials of immigrants, you hear the emotion in the speakers’ voice.  Why do you think they were crying?

8. How many people were turned away and why?

9. What years was Ellis Island in operation as an immigration center?

10. What was the economic status of most of the people coming to the US?

11. Why did people decide to come to the US?

12. What is an indentured servant?

13. When did Ellis Island open?

14. Why is Ellis Island considered sad?

15. How did the US get people from other countries to come to the US?

16. Why were immigrants welcomed?  Who was against the immigrants?

17. The invention of steamliners greatly influenced the immigrants and companies themselves.  How?

18. What is the significant about the ships manifest?

Part II:  At the Island

1. What was hypocritical about the US at Ellis Island?

2. What were some of the symptoms the physicians were looking for?

3. What were the two specific things the doctors were looking for?

4. Generally how long did people wait in the registry hall?

5. What is in the main hall today?

6. How many questions were asked of the passengers?  What are some of the examples of the questions asked?

7. Why would some people “lose” their children?

8. What specifically changed about people when they came to the US?

9. Why wouldn’t people correct the officials?

10. Which group were looked at closely when coming to the US?

