Christopher Columbus Questions

Christopher Columbus was an incredible sailor, explorer, and discoverer of the New World.  However, after reading this passage we learned a lot more than we normally read in the history books.

Questions:  
1. What specifically does Columbus say in his journal that would give the impression that the “Indians” he found in the New World were peaceful and pleasant.  

2. Discuss what you knew about Columbus before reading the Howard Zinn article and compare that with what you now know.  

3. How did Columbus’ description of the peaceful and pleasant nature of the Indians compare with his treatment of them, as revealed in the Howard Zinn article.

4. The passage states in the final paragraph that eventually the Arawaks created an army to resist the Spaniards.  Before this point the Arawaks were a completely non-violent civilization.  What caused this change and their move towards a violent society?  Were the Arawaks justified?  What other things did the Indians do to escape the Spanish?

5. We celebrate Columbus Day every year in America.  Now knowing more about Columbus, do you think we should still celebrate this man?  Why or why not?  Support your answer.

