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Pardon of Nixon
● When:

○ September 8th 1974
● What:

○ Ford Pardoned Nixon for committing crimes against the country 
● Why:

○ Ford believed that the Pardon was an admission of guilt and justified it with Burdick v. United 
States 
■ “Suggests that a pardon carries an imputation of guilt and that acceptance carries a 

confession of guilt.”
● Reaction:

○ Many originally were angered by this pardoned but as time progressed more Americans unstood 
and commended Ford for his decision to Pardon Nixon 



Fall of South Vietnam
● South vietnam fell to North vietnam who was communist 
● What Now? 
● The U.S realized we could not defeat them any longer
● The U.S decided to pull out all troops in Vietnam
● U.S. first loss of a major fight, not a war because war was never declared 
● U.S. surrendered with no peace treaty, because no war was declared
● Many Americans were enraged by knowing that we put ourselves into  a total of $900 billion dollars of debt and the loss of lives of 

around 59,000 american military personnel



Communist Takeover of Cambodia 
Background:

● In late January 1975 the  president requested packages of military aid for South Vietnam 300 million dollars and Cambodia 222 million 
dollars, which were both battling
communist invasions. 

● Ford’s request for aid was voted down by Congress
● The Communist Party of Kampuchea was the name for the party used for Cambodia
● Cambodians were renamed Kampuchea  with the hopes of creating a communist-style, agricultural lifestyles.

Pol Pot:
● Pol Pot was a political leader whose communist Khmer Rouge government led Cambodia from 1975 to 1979

Pol Pot and Kampuchea:
● Pol Pot later than isolated Kampuchea from the global community. He made hundreds of thousands of the country’s city-dwellers in 

rural farming communes. 

https://alphahistory.com/vietnamwar/south-vietnam/
https://alphahistory.com/vietnamwar/cambodia/


Communist Takeover of Cambodia Cont.
Conditions:

● These Workers on the farm which were put there by Pol Pot soon began suffering from the effects of overwork and lack of food. Many 
Hundreds of thousands of people died from disease, starvation or damage to their bodies which were from either the work or abuse 
from Khmer Rouge guards who watched over these camps.

● This became known as the Cambodian Genocide. An estimated 1.7 to 2.2 million Cambodians died during Pol Pot’s charge of the country
AfterMass:

● The Vietnamese Army invaded Cambodia in 1979 and removed Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge from power, after the many violent battles 
on the border between these two countries. 

https://www.history.com/topics/what-is-genocide


First Japan
Ford is the first president to go to japan after Ww2 and atomic bomb droppings 

He says that economic issue is on both counties and that they would work together to fix it as well as continue a close relationship with 
japan for trade 



Freedom of Information Act
This grants access to the public to all documents that is held by a government agency

This is only applied to the legislative branch

President LBJ signed it on July 4th 1966, but congress put restrictions on it to withhold cases wish is no longer 
allowed under the Freedom of Information Act

FOIA - was in response to the misconduct of many government agency’s including the previous president Nixon



America’s Bicentennial
America’s Bicentennial is a series of celebrations which led up to the USA as an independent republic and started 
in 1976.  It was an event in a memory of the American Revolution.

The festivities in the celebrations included fireworks, marching bands, horse rides, contests, and a lot of waving 
flags. 

Corporate sponsorship made possible two American Freedom Trains containing cargo of American history. These 
trains made stops in all 50 states. 

Most Americans had local celebrations. For example, in Washington D.C., people ate from the largest birthday 
cakes. Others held parades, rang bells, and painted fire hydrants and water colors in red, white, and blue. 



James Carter 
77-81 Democrat 



Boycott of Summer Olympics
This was a boycott of the summer olympics that were taking place in the Soviet Union.

The Soviets were invading Afghanistan and the United States warned them to pull out of the war or suffer the 
consequences. This lead to 65 nations refusing to take part in these summer olympics in 1980.

The Soviets retaliated and boycotted the 1984 Summer Olympics in LA.  



Establishment of Dept. of Education and 
Dept. of Energy 

● Jimmy Carter signed the Department of Energy into law on August 4, 1977

● The Department of Energy is a department regarding energy and safety in handling nuclear material.

● Jimmy Carter signed the Department of Education into law on October 17, 1979.

The Department of Education’s functions are “ to establish policy for, administer and coordinate most 
federal assistance to education, collect data on US schools, and to enforce federal educational laws 
regarding privacy and civil rights.



Recession/Inflation
• Carter had to fight the stagflation created by Richard Nixon

 • stagflation: persistent high inflation combined with high unemployment and stagnant 
in a country’s economy.

• Carter began his presidency when the economy experienced high inflation along with 
slow economic growth.

• In 1977 and 1978 people struggled with obtaining jobs because there weren’t any

• He attempted to control the inflation by forming certain policies and government 
spending.

• Carter’s administration formed a national energy policy to promote energy 
conservation and alternative resources.

• The policies failed with an energy crisis in 1979 and that was followed with a recession 
a year later in 1980.  

 



Panama Canal Treaties

• two treaties were signed on September 7, 1997

• The first treaty signed is known as the Neutrality Treaty

• Under this treaty the U.S. could keep the right to defend the canal from any threat that 
might interfere with neutral service to ships of all nations.

• the second treaty is called The Panama Canal Treaty

• This treaty stated that Panama would have full control of canal operations and 
become primarily responsible for its defense in the year 2000



Camp David Accords

Camp David Accords were agreements between Israel and Egypt signed on September 
17, 1978.

• This led to the peace treaty between Israel and Egypt.

• These agreements were called the Framework for Peace in the Middle East but they 
became known as the Camp David Accords because the negotiations took place at the 
US presidential retreat Camp David.



Iranian Hostage Crisis
• on November 4 1979 Iranian militants entered the US embassy in Tehran and took 
approximately 70 Americans captive

• This crisis occurred due to the conflict over oil

• Carter put the lives of the American hostages before his whole political future.

• Operation eagle claw: Carter launched a military mission to save the hostages but 
failed almost right away due to a sand storm

• Also 8 men were killed after a helicopter veered into a large transport plane during 
takeoff

• 444 days later the hostages were released hours after Ronald Reagan delivered his 
inaugural speech.



Pardon of Draft Evaders 

On June 21, 1977 on Carter’s. First day in office he put out the pardon of the draft 
invaders otherwise known as Dodgers. These are people who left the country during the 
Vietnam war to avoid the draft. 90% of them went to Canada. He pardoned most of 
these Dodgers but some people were still punished based on circumstance. 



“Malaise” Speech

          In this speech he addresses the fact that he originally wanted it to be the voice of 
the people and help the majority of people but after talking to people during and after 
camp David he discovered that he was only managing the government and the speech 
shows on Waze that he planned to reach out for the people more and it showed that he 
still stood behind the people. 



SALT II Treaty

          This was a treaty signed in discussed. The use of nuclear weapons after the cold 
war and many believed that because of this treaty it would leave America defenseless 
but as we know today that is not the case. While many made a big deal about this treaty 
it never really went Into effect. This treaty was broken by the Soviets when they 
attacked in Afghanistan, leaving this treaty unratified. 


