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American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act- 2009 
(ARRA)

● Signed in Feb. 2009
● Obama creates Act in response to 

the 2009 Recession and Financial 
Crisis.

● Stimulated the economy by 
providing tax cuts to working 
families and small businesses.

● Goal: To recover the U.S. economy 
from the financial crisis.

● How?: By investing more money 
into building infrastructures in 
order to improve the usage of 
renewable energy, education, and 
making healthcare more accessible 
to those financially unstable.

● Steadily increased the nation's 
gross domestic product (GDP).



Appointments of 
Sotomayor/Kagen

● In May 2009 President Obama 
appoints Judge Sonia Sotomayor 
and in May 2010 Solicitor General 
Elena Kagan to fill in Supreme 
Court vacancies.

● First president to nominate two 
women to the nation’s highest 
political court.

● Sotomayor marks the first Latina 
Supreme Court justice.

● Opens up window for women to 
take higher authority positions in 
the political system.



Hate Crimes Prevention Act 
(Matthew Shepard Act)

● Signed in October 2009
● Expanded the 1969 U.S. federal 

hate-crime law giving funds to 
state authorities to encourage the 
investigation of hate crimes.

● Also gave federal authorities 
greater power on determining a 
hate crime if state authority 
remains undecided.

● Caused from the murder of gay 
college student Matthew Shepard 
and the murder of African 
American James Byrd Jr.



Affordable Care Act 
(ACA/Obamacare)

● Signed March 2010
● Goal: to lower the number of 

uninsured citizens in the U.S.
● How?: By reducing wasteful 

spendings and higher taxes for the 
wealthy to pay for the Act.

● Fully implemented in 2018.
● Extended health coverage to 32 

million Americans.
● Allowed young adults to stay with 

family’s insurance until age 26.
● Gave tax credits to smaller 

businesses to afford health care.
● Supposed to improved the 

Medicare program and the 
Medicaid program.

● Offers Free Preventive Care

1. Provide healthcare for 
all Americans. 

2. Keep low costs.
3. Improve healthcare 

quality.



Wall Street Reform
● What is it? Wall Street Reform or Financial Reform 

refers to reform of the financial industry and the 
regulation of the financial industry in the United States.

● The Dodd-Frank Act, officially called the Dodd-Frank 
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, is 
legislation signed into law by President Barack Obama 
in 2010 in response to the financial crisis that became 
known as the Great Recession.

● The bill was signed on July 22, 2010.
● It put regulations on the financial industry and created 

programs to stop mortgage companies and lenders from 
taking advantage of consumers.



Repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
● It was enacted in December 2010. 
● This allowed gay, lesbian, and bisexual people to openly serve in the United 

States Armed Forces. 
● It ended the policy in place for 17 years since 1993 that allowed them to 

serve only if they kept their sexual orientation secret. 
● It went into effect on September 20, 2011. 



Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010
● What is it? The Healthy, Hunger-Free 

Kids Act of 2010 authorizes funding for 
federal school meal and child nutrition 
programs and increases access to 
healthy food for low-income children.

● This is an historic investment, the first 
real reimbursement rate increase in 
over 30 years.

● This gives USDA, aka the United 
States Department of Agriculture,  the 
authority to set nutritional standards for 
all foods regularly sold in schools 
during the school day, including 
vending machines, the lunch lines, and 
school stores.

● Many of the programs featured in the 
Act do not have a specific expiration 
date, but Congress is periodically 
required to review and re-authorize 
funding.



2011 Tucson Shooting

● On January 8, 2011, Jared Lee 
Loughner opened fire at a 
“Congress on Your Corner” killing 
6 people and wounding 13.

● Among those wounded was the 
sponsor of the event U.S. Rep. 
Gabrielle Giffords, a Democratic 
gun control advocate.

● Over a year later, Loughner pleads 
guilty to 19 charges in exchange 
for the govt. not seeking the death 
penalty.

President Obama delivering his Tucson 
Memorial Speech (Jan. 12, 2011)

Tucson shooter, Jared Lee Loughner



Sandy Hook Elementary 
School Shooting

● After murdering his mother on 
December 14, 2012, Adam Lanza 
shot up an elementary school 
leaving 28 people dead and 2 
injured. He then shot himself.

● Including himself and his mother, 
Nancy, Lanza killed 20 children 
(aged 6-7) and 6 adults.

● This masacre sparked new debate 
about Second Amendment Rights 
and drew Pres. Obama to state that 
he would do anything in his power 
to prevent mass shootings

                    20 year old Adam Lanza’s mug shot



Charleston 
Shooting

● 21 year old Dylann Roof shot 
and killed 9 people at a 
Wednesday Bible study on June 
17, 2015.

● This shooting was treated as a 
hate crime by the police.

● This shooting, too caused 
president Obama to call for a 
shift in the U.S. attitudes toward 
gun control.

Dylann Roof

Some Charleston victims family crying



Iranian Sanctions
● The first U.S sanctions against 

Iran were imposed in November 
of 1979 when radical students 
seized the American Embassy 
and held the people inside 
hostage.

● Iran faces sanctions because of 
a secretive nuclear program 
that violates its 1967 
Nonproliferation Treaty which 
says that Iran can never 
become a nuclear-armed state.

● Obama in 2015 made a deal 
with Iran which gave them 
billions in sanction relief in 
exchange for curbs on its 
nuclear program.



Gay Marriage
● On June 26th of 2015, the 

supreme court legalized gay 
marriage across all 50 states.

● This law that was the 
culmination of years and years 
of suffering and fighting states 
that “there is no lawful basis for 
a state to refuse to recognize a 
lawful same-sex marriage 
performed in another state on 
the ground of its same-sex 
character.”

● By passing this law, the 
supreme court reaffirmed that 
all people should be treated 
equally, no matter what.gay 



Minimum Wage 
Increase
● On November 19, 2013 there was an 

introduced bill named the Minimum 
Wage Fairness Act, it was very heavily 
supported by Barack Obama and many 
other democratic senators.

● It had increased the federal minimum 
wage for employees to $10.10 per hour 
over the course of a two-year period, this 
was very opposed by the republicans in 
which majority are in the Senate and the 
House. This act had sadly failed and 
wasn’t voted for.

● Significance: Shows how as much as 
Barack Obama was president they cant 
pass everything they vote for or agree on, 
it has to be passed through both the 
House and the Senate to be placed into 
play.



Death of Trayvon 
Martin

● Trayvon Martin was a 17 year old teen who 
was shot and killed on February 26, 2012 by 
George Zimmerman.

● Trayvon was seen by Zimmerman who had 
called the police. He had later confronted 
Trayvon and had soon after shot Trayvon, 
when police arrived Zimmerman was bleeding 
from his nose and the back of his head. 

● Zimmerman was then taken to court for the 
murder of Trayvon but was acquitted for the 
charge, saying that it was self defense and that 
there was no other evidence that could prove 
wrong.

● Significance: President Barack Obama speaks 
out for the first time on the controversy that 
had risen from this shooting, saying that the 
incident requires national “soul-searching.”

Trayvon Martin

George Zimmerman



Death of Scalia/ Appointment of 
Merrick Garland

● Scalia was appointed by Ronald 
Reagan in 1986 and had served as a 
Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States until his 
death in February 31,2016.

●  Merrick Garland was nominated by 
Barack Obama to serve as an 
Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court to fill in the position of Scalia.

● Significance: Illustrates how the 
president struggles with getting most 
things he nominates for done, it's 
always getting shut down by the 
republican controlled Senate.

Antonin Scalia

Garland Merrick


